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Joy Utzinger, art teacher at Prince Edward County El-
ementary School, has been selected as the Region VIII 
Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. Utzinger learned of this recog-
nition Sept. 17, when Virginia Department of Education 
representative Lan Neugent visited her classroom and sur-
prised her with a plaque from the Governor’s Office, as her 
kindergarten students looked on. 

Mrs. Utzinger has taught art at PECES for eight years, 
introducung her students to different cultures through art 
and art history.  Students learn about the art and culture 
of Native Americans, Greece and Rome, and Mali.  As 
students work on their projects, she discusses significant 
historical events tied to these cultures.  Because many of 
these topics are part of the Standards of Learning, valuable 
information is reiterated and students are able to make crit-
ical connections to their primary classroom work.  Prince 
Edward County is diverse in terms of socioeconomics, 
race, and ethnicity.  Mrs. Utzinger values these cultural 
differences and simultaneously strives to see her students 
as individuals.

Mrs. Utzinger will meet with the 2009 Virginia Teacher 
of the Year judging panel Oct. 24, along with the other 
region winners.  We wish her well in the final round of 
competition.

Joy Utzinger 
named Region VIII 
Teacher of the Year

PECES art teacher Joy Utzinger encourages her students 
as they build castles from blocks, then draw the structures.

P

Dr. Patricia Watkins, 
Division Superintendent, 
was recently selected by 
the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) to serve on a Dis-
trict Accreditation Qual-
ity Assurance Review of 
the Wayne County Public 
Schools in Goldsboro, 

Prince Edward County Elementary School is proud to be a sponsor of Jumpstart’s 
Read for the Record Campaign, a national effort to connect adults and children in the 
powerful learning relationships that every child needs before entering kindergarten. 

By encouraging hundreds of thousands of children and adults to read the same 
book - this year’s book is “Corduroy” by Don Freeman - on the same day, Jumpstart 
hopes to break a world record and draw attention to early education.

On Oct. 2, children and teachers in grades pre-K and Kindergarten at PECES 
joined with children around the world to read the classic tale of Corduroy, one of 
the best-loved bears in children’s literature. Each teacher and classroom received a 
copy of the book to read together. The Spanish version of “Corduroy” was used in 
the Spanish resource class. The Family Learning Center and the Farmville-Prince 
Edward Library also participated in the campaign. 

Additional information about the national campaign or to support reading in the 
community can be found on the website: www.readfortherecord.org.

Kindergarten, pre-K students join
thousands Oct. 2 to read “Corduroy”

PECPS Superintendent Dr. Patricia Watkins reads to Mrs. Angela Rainey’s class

Superintendent selected for SACS Team
North Carolina. According 
to the memorandum from 
AdvancEd, the accredita-
tion division of SACS, Dr. 
Watkins was selected based 
on her demonstrated suc-
cessful leadership experi-
ences, expertise in school 
improvement and strong 
commitment to accredita-

tion. The four day District 
Quality Review is a com-
prehensive study of leader-
ship, policies and practices, 
resources and support sys-
tems, vision for student 
learning and the informa-
tion system used by the 
school division to support 
the district’s vision. 
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PECES
PTA Fall Festival - Oct. 24
     3:30 to 5:30 pm
School Pictures - 

Oct. 29, 30

PECMS
School Pictures - Oct. 21

PECHS
Make-up picture day -
     Oct. 30

For further informa-
tion on events, call: 
PECES  315-2110 
PECMS 315-2120
PECHS  315-2130
Info line 315-2101

Coming up . . .

Prince Edward Coun-
ty High School’s FBLA 
chapter boasts three junior 
honor roll students serving 
as Longwood Region of-
ficers. 

Courtney Gar-
rett, Chelsea Parent 
and Mary Nunnally, 
serving as president, 
secretary, and corre-
sponding secretary 
respectively, are the 
first regional officers 
from the school, but 
continue the chap-
ter’s tradition of 
success, which includes na-
tional competition winners 
and Honor Chapter awards 
over the past eight years.  
The three officers are re-
sponsible for planning and 
executing regional confer-
ences that include a variety 

of leadership workshops 
and competitions.  

Garrett, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Garrett, was a national 

winner in public speak-
ing at the FBLA National 
Leadership Conference 
in Chicago in 2007. She 
also serves as a state vice 
president and is involved in 
planning the State Leader-
ship Conference held annu-

ally in Reston.
Parent, the daugh-

ter of Ms. Kimberlie Ann 
Whitney, and Nunnally, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Graham Nunnally, 
are members of the 
FBLA Parliamenta-
ry Procedure Team 
which placed first 
in regional compe-
tition and fifth at 
the State Leader-
ship Conference in 
Reston last April. 
Ms. Mary Beth P. 
Blessing serves as 

a Longwood Region Ad-
viser supporting these stu-
dents in their leadership 
roles. FBLA is the largest 
business education student 
organization in the world 
with nearly a quarter of a 
million members.

Three PECHS students serve 
as regional FBLA officers

For the past six weeks I 
have been teaching a new 
program entitled AVID. 
The experience has been 
nothing short of great. The 
program teaches students 
how to be organized, how 
to take comprehensive 
notes, how to think on a 
higher level, and how to 
look more intensely at their 
futures. I have seen amaz-
ing growth and changes in 
the students enrolled in the 
program over these past 
few weeks.

One thing that AVID 
stresses is collaboration. 
Because of this I, as well 
as other AVID teachers Mr. 
Jensen, Mr. Chirila, and 
Mrs. Carrera, have begun 
to implement various team 
building activities into our 
classes, including tower 
building, philosophical 
chairs, and river cross-
ing. These team build-

ing activities have taught 
students how to work to-
gether towards a common 
goal. Instructing students 
in these activities has been 
rewarding because we have 
seen students stop work-
ing against each other and 

move towards working 
WITH each other. 

Another aspect of AVID 
that has changed the way 
students learn is the use 
of Cornell notes in each of 
their classes. Cornell notes 

is a variation on double 
sided note taking in which 
students place the main 
idea or questions on one 
side of their notes, and the 
definitions or answers on 
the other side. This seems 
like a relatively simple pro-

cess, but I have personally 
seen the way it has revolu-
tionized the way students 
study, learn, and compre-
hend lessons and lectures. 
I know that I will be using 
Cornell notes for the rest of 

my professional career. 
Also, for the past few 

weeks, my class and Mr. 
Jensen’s class have been 
working on a career re-
search project in the com-
puter lab. Students came 
up with five careers they 
believe they may be in-
terested in, researched the 
salaries, the education nec-
essary for those careers, the 
colleges that offer majors 
in that field, and the job 
descriptions for their top 
job choice. They created 
PowerPoint presentations 
based on the information. 
These research projects 
have provided a great way 
to get students to look at 
their futures in a more tan-
gible way.

I am really happy to be 
part of the AVID family 
this year and can’t wait to 
see just how much my stu-
dents learn and grow from 
it over the course of this 
school year.

by Kacey Potter
PECMS AVID teacher

The Prince Edward 
County Elementary School 
dads have organized a 
Dad’s Club to foster sup-
port for the school. The 
group’s goals are to be-
come more involved in 
the beautification of the 
school, to become involved  
with the safety and security 
of the school, to provide 
assistance to teachers in 
the classroom and to orga-
nize father/child activities 
for students (fishing, ball 
games, etc).

Rev. Jeff Hudgins is the 
coordinator of the group. 
The Dads were involved 
in their first beautification 
project Oct. 10 and 11, 
painting doors and planting 
trees at the school. Please 
call 315-2110 for further 
information.

PECES dads
form club 
to help school

AVID teacher avid about new program

Bagley-Dickens 
to be VECF Star 
Quality rater

The Virginia Early 
Childhood Foundation con-
gratulates Angela Bagley-
Dickens, a Preschool 
Special Needs Inclusion 
teacher at PECES on being 
selected to serve as a Star 
Quality Rater for phase 
two of the QRIS Demon-
stration.  Virginia’s QRIS, 
the Star Quality Initiative, 
is a market-based approach 
to evaluate and encourage 
quality in early childhood 
learning programs across a 
wide-range of settings.  

Courtney Garrett, Chelsea Parent, Mary Nunnally


